
The Senate Immersion Module (SIM) is a 2.5-hour Senate simulation, for students in grades 8-12, 
held in the full-scale replica of the U.S. Senate Chamber at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute.

Contemporary Topics
• The Affordable Care Act
• Comprehensive Immigration Reform
• The Farm Bill
• The FIRST STEP Act 
• Renewal of the USA PATRIOT Act

Fictional Topics
• The Super Powers SIM

Historic Topics
• The Compromise of 1850
• Civil War Reconstruction
• World War I Domestic Policy
• The New Deal

What to Expect: The SIM Proceedings

Morning Business – Guided by program staff 
and tablets, students are assigned Senator 
roles and sworn in as Senators.

Nominee and Subcommittee Hearings – 
Students interview “expert witnesses” to 
better understand the issue as it related 
to their state and party interests. They 
add provisions to the bill and consider 
presidential nominees.

Amendment & Debate Preparation and Full 
Committee Hearings – Amendments are 
debated and added to the bill. Students 
prepare speeches on proposed amendments.

Final Floor Action – The SIM concludes with 
the presentation of floor speeches and a roll 
call vote on the final bill.

Senate Immersion Module Program Information
Middle School & High School

Content and Skills

• Students take on the roles of key  
decision-makers in some of America’s  
most significant historic and contemporary 
policy debates.

• Students consider primary sources, work 
collaboratively, engage in dialogue, and  
role-play different perspectives. 

• Students learn about the structures and 
processes of government, and develop an 
understanding of how legislation has  
shaped our country and how they can 
participate in civic life.



Senate Immersion Module (SIM) Curriculum
For each SIM program, the Institute provides free, downloadable curriculum materials consisting  
of pre- and post-visit lesson plans and classroom activities. Additionally, the Being a Senator  
lesson plan can be used to introduce the process of representation and the role of a Senator for any 
SIM group. These materials help lay the groundwork to help students to get the most out of their  
SIM experience.

Standards Alignments 

The SIM program and associated curriculum materials meet Common Core Literacy Standards as well 
as the 2018 Massachusetts History and Social Science curriculum Framework Standards for Grade 8, 
United States History I & II, and Government and Politics electives.

Scheduling 

To schedule a SIM program, contact the Institute at studentgroups@emkinstitute.org. 

Curriculum & Standards

 emkinstitute.org  |  Columbia Point • Boston, MA  |  studentgroups@emkinstitute.org
Programs are free for MA K-12 student groups.

Transportation support for  
qualifying groups is available  

through the Institute’s  
Martin Richard Transportation 

Scholarship Fund.


