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About Earth Day 

Climate Change 
Climate change is the warming of our planet from human activity. This warming comes from 
dangerous emissions from factories, vehicles, and energy that depend on fossil fuels (gas and coal). 
Climate change causes harm in many ways, including extreme weather and food shortages. 
Humans can reduce their impact on the climate by using public transportation, buying local foods, 
and using less energy and water at home. 
 
 

Earth Day 2020 is 
happening online. The 
theme is Climate Action. 
Learn how you can be a 
part of it at earthday.org. 

 

Earth Day is a world-wide event focused on saving our planet. 
The first Earth Day was the vision of Senator Gaylord Nelson 
from Wisconsin who wanted to educate people about air and 
water pollution. Nelson and Congressman Pete McCloskey 
from California organized events across the United States. On 
April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans gathered around the 
nation to call for a clean environment.   
 

Global Waste 
Global waste is a bigger problem than just ugly litter. Trash in landfills releases methane gas and 
carbon dioxide, which contribute to climate change. Trash clogs waterways and deposits chemicals 
into soil. Trash also hurts wildlife by entangling, injuring, or killing animals. Reducing our waste can 
have a big impact. Replace items you normally throw away with reusable ones made from bio-
degradable materials. Find new uses for cardboard, plastic, and metals when you can. Recycle 
things when you can’t reuse them and follow your community’s recycling guidelines. Every action 
helps our planet! 
 
 

      

Create an Earth Day Action Poster 

Civics at Home: 
Make a Difference 

 

Earth Day 1970 was a huge success. It led to new laws to protect our air, water, soil, and animals. 
Today, people all over the world take part in Earth Day activities each April 22nd. Read about some 
issues that impact our planet. Then use the worksheet to create an Earth Day poster. 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Green Design Challenge 
 

Step 1: Think about an environmental issue that 
concerns you. Some ideas are air pollution, water 
conservation, animal safety, and soil 
contamination. 
 
Step 2: Decide what to say about the issue and how 
people can help. 
 
Step 3: Use the space below to design your poster. 
Be sure to include words and drawings that best 
express your ideas. 
 
 

Step 4: Display your poster in your window or on a bulletin board in your community. 
 
 
 
 
Share your work online. Tag us @EMKInstitute and use the hashtags #Civicsathome #EarthDay2020 

 

Create an Earth Day Action Poster 


