
 

 

 

 

 

Civics at Home:  
Make a Difference 

 

Green 
Design 
Challenge 
 

Fact: In 2017, the City Council in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, voted to ban releasing helium 
balloons in an effort to protect ocean wildlife 
such as sea turtles and sea birds. Citizens can 
be fined $500 for releasing balloons. 

 

      

Create an Eco-Friendly Decorations 

Civics at Home: 
Make a Difference 

You might not think colorful party balloons 
are deadly, but each year thousands of 
marine and land animals are maimed or 
killed by balloon waste. Read about the 
dangers of balloons. Then, use the worksheet 
to design new decorations that won’t harm 
animals or the environment. 
 

Animals Can Be Entangled by Balloons 
Balloons often fly into trees. Birds, squirrels, chipmunks, 
and other animals can get tangled in the strings or 
ribbons that are tied to the balloons. This can prevent the 
animals from flying, climbing, or walking.  
 
\ 

Broken Balloons Look Like Food 
When balloons burst, small pieces can fall in the ocean. Marine animals, such as sea turtles and 
fish, mistake the pieces for food and eat them. The pieces can make them sick or block their 
digestive systems, which can lead to death. 

 
 

Photo credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
 

Balloons Pollute the Environment 
Balloons create tons of waste that pollutes our environment. Balloon waste is found on beaches, in 
forests, along rivers, and in our communities. alloons are made of latex, a plastic that won't break 
down in the earth, the trash lasts for a very long time. This can hurt plants and pollute water. 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Green Design Challenge 
 

Share your work online. Tag us @EMKInstitute and use the hashtags #Civicsathome #EarthDay2020 

 

Create Eco-Friendly Decorations 

Step 1: Think about what makes balloons feel 
special. How can we use some of those 
qualities to make eco-friendly decorations?  

 
Step 2: Brainstorm eco-friendly materials you can 

use to create colorful decorations, such as 
recycled paper, felt, or glass. Try to use 
recycled materials or re-purpose items 
around from your home. 

 
Step 3: Check to ensure your decorations will not 

harm animals or the environment. 
  
Step 4: Use the space below to draw your new decorations. Explain how they 

are safer than balloons. 
 


